Harvard Golf Tryouts

One of the guiding principles of the Harvard Department of Athletics is “Athletics for All”.  The golf program believes in this principle and seeks to uphold it.  

The Mission of the Harvard Golf teams is to Educate Tomorrow’s Leaders.  

Lessons are often learned best via the pursuit of excellence and the commitment that entails.  With five players participating per tournament, it is unlikely that team members beyond an eighth player will compete for tournament travel.  Such team members would have limited opportunities to pursue excellence in a competitive setting.

In addition, in spite of the financial support we receive from Harvard, our Department of Athletics and our generous Friends, our desire to have a broad-based program is tempered by the reality of our resources.  The agreement with our home course for practice includes accommodating team sizes of +/- eight players per team.  In order for our team members to receive the appropriate level of instruction from our excellent coaches, we can’t spread the coaching staff too thin with more than +/- eight players.  As a result, the Harvard Golf teams will continue to target team sizes of eight players or fewer.  

Unfortunately, we do not field a junior varsity or “club” golf team.

The Harvard Golf Program will seek to field teams that give us the greatest chance of achieving our vision of being the best program in the northeast.  While this goal is not accomplished solely on the course, from a golf perspective we are always interested in players who can help us improve our team tournament performance.  As such, we will provide fair and equal opportunities for any Harvard student to tryout.  

At a minimum, for those interested in trying out we will have an initial exchange of information to learn more about prospective team members including:

· Level of commitment to the time and efforts needed to compete in a Division I Varsity Intercollegiate sport;

· Previous tournament experience – preferably at the state, regional and national level;

· Practice regimen.

If there appears to be a possibility that the prospective team member has the potential to help our team, they will be invited to take part in an in-person tryout.  While other factors will be weighed for tryouts and the following benchmark is not to be construed as a definitive qualifying number, prospective team members who average 76 or below in highly competitive tournaments (state amateurs, national tournaments, etc) and in tryouts will generally have a reasonable chance of making the team.
The length of tryouts will vary based upon the number of prospective team members involved in tryouts and their relative level of play.  The coaches will supervise tryouts each fall.  Tryouts will generally start on the first day of classes. 

Any student interested in trying out is responsible for completing each of the following pre-tryout requirements:

· Register with the “NCAA Eligibility Center” (previously known as the Clearinghouse).  While this is not a requirement for practice, it is required for competition and often takes several weeks to complete.  Given that our tryouts begin less than two weeks before our first tournament, any individual interested in trying out should complete this process.  

· Complete the Harvard Department of Athletics eligibility process including:

· Submitting the online forms prior to the end of August, and

· Attending the eligibility meeting with the other prospective golf team members.

· Complete the required physical:

· Freshmen and first-time Harvard athletics participants at University Health Services (UHS).

· Returning team members and those who have participated in Harvard athletics in the Dept of Athletics training room in Dillon.
· Complete the Harvard Golf Rules test with 100% correct.

· Freshmen and first-time participants: read and report on the book Making the Most Out of College by Richard Light.
· Provide all information requested by the golf program.

The following policies of the Department of Athletics will be followed for tryouts:

· Prospective team members (recruited or non-recruited) may not be segregated during the tryout period.  Freshmen and upperclassmen shall be welcomed.

· A fair period of time (minimum of a 4-hour opportunity in total) and setting shall be used to assess the abilities of any students interested in trying out for the team.

· The coach shall notify candidates of the outcome of his/her tryout within a reasonable amount of time.

· The coach shall immediately notify the Assistant Director of Athletics for Compliance of any student cut from the team via the Eligibility form.

